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Dear Delegates, 
 
It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2012 Montessori Model United Nations, and 
especially to The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
 
The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that will be debated. Please 
note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country 
assigned, you will become the Ambassador of that country. You will have to investigate further to 
represent your country in the best possible way. Such information should help you write your 
Position Paper, where you need to cite the references in the text and finally list all references in 
the Modern Language Association or MLA format.  
 
The MLA format may or may not be strictly adhered to in this Background Guide because the 
primary purpose is to provide you with the initial launching pad to pursue your research on the 
two topics. All the MMUN 2012 Delegates need to be prepared in both the topics so as to have a 
successful debate or caucus experience at the Conference. 
 
I encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics for the debate. 
 
See you in New York! 
 
Anna Virk 
President 
UNESCO 
Montessori Model UN 
UNESCO@montessori-mun.org 
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United Nations Educational, Scientific 
And Cultural Organization  

 
History:  
 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
is a specialized agency of the United Nations established on 16 November 1945. 
According to UNESCO.org, ÒUNESCO works to create the conditions for dialogue 
among civilizations, cultures and peoples, based upon respect for commonly shared 
values. It is through this dialogue that the world can achieve global visions of sustainable 
development encompassing observance of human rights, mutual respect and the 
alleviation of poverty, all of which are at the heart of UNESCOÕS mission and activities.Ó 
 

UNESCO functions as a laboratory of ideas and a standard-setter to form 
universal agreements on educational and ethical issues. The Organization also serves 
as a clearing-house for the spreading of information and knowledge while helping 
Member States to build their human and institutional capacities in diverse fields. In short, 
UNESCO promotes international co-operation among its Member States and six 
Associate Members in the fields of education, science, culture and communication. To 
view a documentary about UNESCOÕs History, please visit 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/history/ 
 
Purpose and mission statement:  
 

UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major programs: education, natural 
sciences, social and human sciences, culture, and communication and information. 
Much of the work of UNESCO is centered on the promotion of education for peace, 
human rights, and democracy. The notion of a "culture of peace" was first elaborated for 
UNESCO at the International Congress on Peace in the Minds of Men, held at 
Yamoussoukro, Cote dÕIvoire, in 1989. The Yamoussoukro Declaration called on 
UNESCO to Ôconstruct a new vision of peace by developing a peace culture based on 
the universal values of respect for life, liberty, justice, solidarity, tolerance, human rights 
and equality between women and menÕ and to promote education and research for this 
vision. 
 

UNESCOÕs high level objectives can be summarized as below: 
¥ Attaining quality education for all and lifelong learning 
¥ Mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development 
¥ Addressing emerging social and ethical challenges 
¥ Fostering cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and a culture of peace 
¥ Building inclusive knowledge societies through information and communication. 
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Members and authority:  
 

UNESCO has 193 Member States and seven Associate Members. The 
organization is based in Paris, with over 50 field offices and many specialized institutes 
and centers throughout the world. Relations with Member States are ensured by the 
Directors and Heads of the UNESCO Regional, Cluster and National Offices. Most 
Member States have established Permanent Delegations to UNESCO which, headed by 
Ambassadors, undertake liaison between the Organization and their governments. 
 

All Member States have established a National Commission for UNESCO. The 
UNESCO National Commissions are national cooperating bodies set up by the Member 
States for the purpose of associating their governmental and nongovernmental bodies 
with the work of the Organization.  
 

Member States and Associate Members designate one or several Ministries 
responsible for relations with UNESCO and/or Ministries in UNESCO's fields of 
competence. UNESCO emphasizes its efforts to involve nationally (Parliamentarians) 
and locally elected representatives (Cities and Local Authorities) in its actionÓ. 
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Topic I: Social and Cultural Rebuilding in Haiti  

 

 
 
Introduction:  
 

January 12, 2010 brought great tragedy to Haiti. While the nation was still 
attempting to recover from the severely damaging cyclones that struck in 2008, an 
earthquake with a magnitude of 7.0 devastated it. Over 300,000 people lost their lives, 
and many more were wounded or became handicapped or homeless.  
 

As stated by HaitiÕs president, Rene Preval, ÒOn January 12, the Haitian state 
collapsed in a single minute.Ó An already weak state infrastructure was destroyed, along 
with institutions including schools, universities, museums, and libraries, as well as 
government and administrative buildings. UNESCO eloquently commented on the 
disaster, saying that Òits tectonic magnitude and impact is dwarfed by the extent of the 
physical and emotional damages suffered by the Haitian people.Ó One aspect of the 
damage that is frequently neglected in discussions of rebuilding efforts is the loss of 
cultural artifacts. While this may seem like a petty concern under the circumstances, it is 
one that is very significant to the Haitian population. In the words of Haitian art historian 
and curator Gerald Alexis, it is these items that will Òtell future generations who they are 
and where they come from. ItÕs our heritage. And although people think that in poor 
countries such concepts are unnecessary, they are indeed the only thing we have. Our 
cultural heritage is our pride.Ó 
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Background:  
 

UNESCO describes the Òsocial fabricÓ of Haiti as having been Òripped along the 
fault line.Ó In order for the country to be able to function again, there need to be 
continuous, long-term rebuilding efforts by the international community that encompass 
the direct involvement of the Haitian people. It is important to remember that even before 
the earthquake, Haiti was a developing country and as such, very fragile. This made the 
effects of the tragedy twice as damaging because they negated previous development 
efforts and progress. Thus, part of the response to this crisis will be attempting to resolve 
what UNESCO calls a Òtwofold social development challenge.Ó This means that while 
dealing with obvious necessities such as safer buildings, bridges, power plants, and 
roads, the next step will also need to be taken into account to ensure that true progress 
is made. The next steps would be completing the physical infrastructure with ÒsoftÓ 
infrastructure through efforts such as ensuring that there are teachers to teach in the 
rebuilt school buildings, and qualified technicians to run the power plants. In order for 
Haitians to be able to truly be a part of the reconstruction of their country, there will need 
to  be a specific focus on the aforementioned ÒsoftÓ infrastructure, as the building blocks 
of any nation lie in governance, education, the sciences, culture, communication, and 
information. Human support, knowledge networks, and appropriate advice for policies 
and capacity building are paramount for Haitian society to rebuild itself. Any successful 
rebuilding efforts will be those that work toward the larger-picture goal of bringing back to 
life the social, cultural, and intellectual aspects of Haiti and those that include the 
Haitians by allowing them to have a role in the process. UNESCO stresses the 
importance of initiatives derived from ideas and efforts of Haitian people, wanting to see 
the interests of those actually involved in the crisis become the foundation of any 
programs or projects.  
 

Beyond the obvious losses suffered in the disaster is one less talked about but 
among the most far reach and long lasting-loss of culture. Haiti has a very rich cultural 
heritage, possessing pre-Columbian relics, voodoo art by contemporary artists, and 
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landmarks such as the Episcopal Cathedral in Port-au-Prince, which before the 
earthquake was home to unique murals depicting Bible scenes using only black figures. 
In commenting on the need to preserve cultural artifacts, Marie-Laurence Jacelyn-
Lassegue, HaitiÕs Minister for Culture and Communication, says that such items are a 
necessity for survival, Ònot a luxury, not an accessory.Ó Indeed, in a country with few 
functioning institutions and limited expression outlets, cultural artifacts such as art serve 
as memories to help understand  history, including having lived through dictatorship and 
failed governments. Art has also provided Haiti with a significant economic boost, 
something that is especially important given the unemployment rate hovering around 85 
percent. It is possibly HaitiÕs most successful export ever. The co-president of the Haitian 
art society explains the success of Haitian art, saying that artists are Òpainting their 
lives,Ó causing the work to be very personal and subsequently prompting potential 
buyers to respond.  Haitians strongly feel that cultural preservation is of the utmost 
importance so that they can remember their country as it was before the earthquake as 
well as know their history and heritage. During an interview in which the sculptor Patrick 
Vilaire was asked how he could focus his efforts on saving old books amidst such pain, 
he answered simply, Òthe dead are dead, we know that. But if you donÕt have the 
memory of the past, the rest of us canÕt continue living.Ó 
 
Possible solutions:  
 

Because education is essential to getting Haiti back on its feet, and because 
1000 teachers, thousands of schools, and several universities were lost in the disaster, it 
is important to include the education sector in resolutions. UNESCO has implemented 
three education projects totaling 2.9 million dollars to provide support for restarting 
schooling, national education authorities, and social support through training teachers. 
This is only the beginning, as resuming normalcy will require much more funding and 
more comprehensive initiatives.  
 

Also, for years to come, HaitiÕs government will need to be helped in creating a 
stronger education system than before, with a special emphasis on quality, gender 
equality, and universal access. In addition to secondary and higher education, technical 
and vocational training will be a huge factor in renewing HaitiÕs social development. 
UNESCO has begun providing support to educational institutions in an attempt to help 
them improve their ability to cope with and continue functioning after natural disasters. It 
is important to keep in mind that Haitians must have a say in the rebuilding of their 
country and therefore any solutions created or implemented by third parties such as 
NGOs should include collaboration with the population. The best, most long-lasting 
solutions will be those that empower the population so that they will be better able to 
help themselves in the future. 
 

Cultural preservation will also require special attention in resolutions because it 
will hold together Haitian identity and civilization for years to come. Culture 
encompasses art, books, music, and religion that serve to express Haitian ideas, 
customs, and folklore, as well as cultural tourism and creative industries that will greatly 
affect HaitiÕs economy and future. Currently, efforts are underway to fund programs to 
salvage damaged artwork, books, and archives and to train Haitian local professionals in 
restoration and preservation techniques. The ultimate goal in dealing with cultural 
artifacts is to ensure their conservation in appropriate facilities such as museums and 
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libraries and make them again available to the public. The International Federation of 
Library Associations states that such efforts will Òrebuild the community that existed 
beforeÓ and Òeventually contribute to a sustainable reconstruction of the country.Ó 
  

Funding for the rebuilding of Haiti has presented a challenge because in addition 
to infrastructure and an economic foundation, Haiti lacks a fully functioning government 
that can help rebuild and develop. This lack of leadership and a qualified workforce 
make it nearly impossible to start anew and, in the words of Bill Clinton, Òbuild back 
better.Ó This calls for a solution that goes beyond rebuilding what was lost and deals with 
the causes of HaitiÕs situation pre-earthquake. Third party efforts to fix infrastructure 
through projects such as building schools and hospitals have been made due to the 
presence of corruption and poor leadership, but such efforts tend to undermine the 
Haitian state, leaving leadership even weaker than before. Delegates are encouraged to 
discuss ways to strengthen the government and the skills of the population to enable 
Haiti to rebuild itself stronger than before, and ways to guard against corruption to 
ensure proper use of funds, etc. Also, Haiti is experiencing a brain drain, meaning that 
its brightest and most educated are leaving in search of a better life elsewhere rather 
than employing their skills for the benefit of their nation. It would be prudent, therefore, to 
discuss ways to provide incentives for staying in Haiti. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Research Questions:  
 

1. What is your countryÕs relationship with Haiti? 
2. Is your country capable of giving aid? 
3. Is your country developed, and if so could it be of assistance in sharing with Haiti 

its knowledge for creating stable, effective infrastructure? 
4. Has your country needed to come up with reconstruction plans for itself or 

another nations, and if so were those efforts something that could be replicated 
in Haiti?  

5. Does your country have disaster-preparedness or ways to cope post-disaster 
that could be implemented in Haiti to help it in the future? 

6. What are some facts, figures, statistics regarding the issue Ð national, regional, 
international? 

Summary:  
 
The earthquake of January 12, 2010 inflicted heavy damage on a nation that was in 

a dire state to begin with. This makes the reconstruction effort twice as difficult because 
efforts must go beyond mere physical rebuilding to address the ailing social structure if 
progress is to be made. Haiti will need a stronger government, better infrastructure, 
ways to prevent corruption, and qualified people to perform the various tasks required to 
successfully run a country. The goal of this committee is to find solutions that will 
empower the Haitian people to take control of their country and lift it out of hardship and 
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poverty. With such a big task ahead, it is easy to write cultural preservation off as 
frivolous, but it is actually important to take such endeavors into account because of their 
role in Haitian identity and heritage, as well as the economic boost that they provide. 
This way, all will not have been lost in the tragedy. 
 
Reading/Research References:  

 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001871/187182e.pdf 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34174 
http://studymagazine.com/2010/10/26/canada-lends-hand-rebuilding-haitian-
education/ 
http://www.state.gov/p/io/rls/fs/139155.htm 

       http://tulane.edu/socialwork/centers/hearts-with-haiti.cfm 
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Topic II: Status of Israeli/Palestinian Heritage Sites  
 

 
Introduction:  
 

The conflict between Israel and Palestine is one of the most Òenduring and 
explosive of all worldsÕ conflictsÓ. 1 It has its roots in the historic claim to the land which 
lies between the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River by both 
the Jewish people of Israel and the Palestinians who are without a recognized state. 2  
The Palestinian people have endured colonization, expulsion and military occupation 
over the past hundred years. They have worked for decades to earn recognition as an 
independent state which would allow them to coexist with Isreal, a nation they hold 
responsible for their suffering and losses. The Isreali people have also had many 
challenges that are just as complex as those of the Palestinaians. When the Jewish 
state of Isreal was created, after centuries of persecution, the Isrealis hoped that they 
would find stability in the land of their ancestors. Unfortunatly many of their neighbors do 
not recognize their right to exist and in some cases have called for them to be wiped off 
the map. The people of Isreal and the Palestinians have deep historical and cultural 
roots in the same piece of land. This has created many conflicts.  

 These conflicts have led to a half-century-old military and political confrontation. 
Heritage sites (places of cultural importance) have often been caught in the middle of 
these conflicts. Each side has deep cultural and emotional connections to the land and 
the heritage sites in question. Adding fuel to the fire, various other countries are 
opinionated about the claim of land rights made by both sides and frequently interject 
their opinion into discussions about this issue.  
 
Background:  
 
 The current conflict regarding the claim to heritage sites can be traced all to way 
back to the late1800s and early 1900s. Before the existence of a country named Israel, 
there was one called Palestine in that territory. Not entirely an independent country, 
Palestine was first part of the Ottoman Empire. After the end of World War I, when the 
Ottoman Empire was defeated, it then was assigned under the British rule. The British 
played a very important role in the beginning of the conflict. On the one hand, they 
supported Palestine as an independent State. However, they also publicly supported the 
creation of a Jewish State in that same territory. At that time, a big movement known as 
Zionism was taking place, which caused a migration of a large numbers of Jewish 
people to what is now the State of Israel. Zionism was mainly driven by religious ideas, 
since Jerusalem and other parts of that territory are considered holy ground in Judaism. 
However, the persecution of the Jewish community during the times of and prior to 
World War II by the Nazi regime exacerbated the migration phenomenon and caused 
even a larger numbers of people moving to Palestine. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
" !BBC News - http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/v3_ip_timeline/html/ 
2 BBC News!
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 All this combined caused a conflict where both groups of people, the Jewish and 
the Arab community claimed rights to establish an independent State in the same 
territory. Since both groups could not agree on something and external factors, such as 
the British government, were only complicating the situation, a final plan was actually 
proposed by the newly created United Nations in 1947. According to this plan, strongly 
backed by the United States, the disputed territory was to be divided to create two 
independent States: Palestine and Israel. Jerusalem would be international territory. 
However, the partition plan failed and the Jewish community took over in entirety all the 
territory, thus founding the State of Israel. 

 

 The region in dispute holds some of the worldÕs oldest heritage sites which have 
great historic and religious significance to two of the worldÕs largest monotheistic 
religions, Islam and Judaism. These two religions, along with Christianity are known as 
the Abrahamic religions. These religions recognize a belief that originated in the same 
region in the Middle East and all trace their roots to the prophet Abraham. 3 These 
religions are inextricably linked to one other and have shared a rich cultural interchange 
throughout history. Jews, Muslims and Christians recognize many of the same heritage 
sites and these places are very special to people of all three faiths. 

The small area that makes up the state of Isreal and the land claimed by the 
Palestinians holds many sites that are deemed holy and sacred to all three Abrahamic 
religions. A large number of followers of Christianity, Islam and Judaism make 
pilgrimage to visit these sites each year. A great number of heritage sites fall in the West 
Bank area and both sides (Isreal and the Palestinians) make claim to some of the same 
sites and recognize them as having tremendous significance to Judaism (for Israel) and 
Islam (for Palestine). 

 
 The nature of the conflict in essence is an extension of a religious conflict 
between Judaism and Islam as Jewish Israelis and Muslim Palestinians both believe that 
God (called Jehovah by the Jews and Allah by Muslims) gave the land to them. 4 Giving 
the land away would be an insult to the God. Due to that, the claim of cultural and 
religious heritage sites in the West Bank has a deeper meaning than mere heritage sites 
and has contributed extensively to the unrest in the region.  
 
 Israel has systematically confiscated, looted and excavated hundreds of 
Palestinian archeological sites and cultural property since its occupation of West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967 according to a report submitted to UNESCO.5 This Òendangers 
the Palestinian cultural heritage and denies the Palestinain people their cultural 
property!it also limits the opportunities for development and access  to heritage sites 
and historic place of worship. Ò 6  
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3 The Bible and The Koran: Abraham, Jesus and Muhammed - 
http://lamar.colostate.edu/~grjan/Three%20Abrahamic%20Faiths.html 
4 http://www.historyguy.com/israeli-palestinian_conflict.html 
5 UNESCO 183EX/37 - http://unesdoc.unesco.org/Ulis/cgi-
bin/ulis.pl?catno=187356&set=4D66F9B0_3_168&gp=&lin=1&ll=1 
6 UNESCO 183EX/37 
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 The most recent of such problems occurrred during 
the spring of 2010 when the Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, added two shrines Ð HebronÕs Tomb 
of the Patriarch (Haram Al-Ibrahami) and BethlehemÕs 
RachelÕs Tomb (Bilal ibn Rabah Mosque) to IsrealÕs list of 
national heritage sites and included them in a planned 
Òheritage trailÓ. 7 As a result of the announcement, multiple 
clashes involving Palestinian citizens and Israeli authorities 
have occurred in the region. 8 
 
 The Tomb of the Patriarch is located in the 
southern part of the West Bank, in the old town of Hebron. 
It is regarded by the followers of Abrahamic religion as the 
burial place for the Biblical figures and prophets Abraham 
(Ibrahim) and Sarah, Isaac (Ishaq) and Rebekah, and 
Jacob and Leah. The Tomb of the Patriarch is known to 
the Islamic world as Haram Al-Ibrahami. 9 Located in the 
town of Bethlem, RachelÕs tomb is recognized as the burial 
place for the Biblical matriarch Rachel and is known to the 
Islamic world as home to the Bilal ibn Rabiah mosque. 10 
These two sites hold great religious significance to both 
Jews and Muslims.11 The Is reali and Palestinian people 
both recognize these places as having tremendous 
cultural significance.  
 

 
The Palestinian political leaders consider the act of listing these two historic 

places as Isreali heritage sites offensive and feel that the Isreali government is using this 
as a tactic to Òmaintain and entrench control over Palestinian lands and resources and 
as a pretext for its continued settlement activity in contravention of international law.Ó12  
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas denounced the move as Òattack on the holy 
placesÓ 13  and warned that the move could trigger a Òreligious war.Ó1415 Hamas leader 
Ismail Haniyeh called for an uprising in the West Bank. 16 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, on the other hand, said that the move is not about politics but preserving 
culture. 17  
 

Netanyahu administrationÕs decision was criticized as ill-timed and superfluous 
while others think of the action as the first victory of a newly formed ÒLand of IsraelÓ 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 Wall Street Journal - http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703411304575093641376759752.html 
8 Wall Street Journal!
9 UNESCO 183EX/37 
10 UNESCO 183EX/37 
11 UNESCO 183EX/37 
12 UNESCO 183EX/37 
13 The Hindu - http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article124417.ece 
14 Wall Street Journal 
15 New York Times - http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/26/world/middleeast/26hebron.html?_r=2 
16 The Hindu 
17 The Hindu 
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lobby. 18 The United States had also publicly slammed Israel for unilaterally designating 
the two shrines as Israeli national heritage sites. 19 

 
ÒSeveral Arab or Muslim countries have regularly presented draft decisions that 

deal with safeguarding the Old City of Jerusalem and education and cultural institutions 
in the Arab-occupied territoriesÓ20 and on April 2010, they introduced five items on the 
agenda at the 184th session of UNESCO executive board. The fifth draft resolution urged 
"the Israeli authorities to remove" the "two Palestinian sites of al-Haram al-
Ibrahimi/Tomb of the Patriarchs in al-Khalil/Hebron and the Bilal bin Rabah 
Mosque/Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem" from "its national heritage list."21 

 
These resolutions did not pass on the 184th session but it passed with majority on 

the 185th session on October 2010. 22 The US Ambassador to UNESCO declared that 
UNESCO is being Òexploited as a means to single out IsraelÓ and that this Òundermines 
UNESCOÕs credibility.Ó23   

 
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu stated that UNESCO has failed its mandate as 

UNESCO stepped into the realm of politics rather than promoting the heritage of 
historical sites around the world. A few weeks later, Israel announced that they would 
suspend their cooperation with UNESCO with regards to the five resolutions passed in 
October. 24 

 
 

Possible solutions:  
 

It is critical that any sensible solution to the issue of heritage sites in the region 
accounts for religious and geopolitical sensitivities ad well as the impact of the UNESCO 
Executive Board's recent decision regarding heritage sitesi.  
 

IsraelÕs opposition to the removal of the Cave of the Patriarchs and Rachel's 
Tomb from their list of heritage sites, as recommended by the Executive Board has 
negatively impacted the relations between Israel and the UNESCO but Israel has 
reiterated its intent to offer unhindered access to the sites to the subscribers of the 
Jewish and Islamic faith. 
 

Delegates of this session of UNESCO should aim to successfully compromise on 
a solution that respects the perspectives of the related countries/parties as well as the 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
18 The Hindu 
19 The Haaretz - http://www.haaretz.com/news/u-s-slams-israel-over-designating-heritage-sites-1.263737 
20 http://www.americanthinker.com/2010/11/israel_and_unesco.html 
21 UNESCO Executive Board 184EX/PX/DR.5 - http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/israeli-national-
list-185ex-dec.pdf 
 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/26/world/middleeast/26hebron.html?_r=2 
22 UNESCO Media - http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/executive_board_adopts_five_decisions_concerning_unescos_work_in_the_occupied_palestinian_and_arab
_territories/# 
23 US Mission to UNESCO - http://unesco.usmission.gov/eov.html!
#$!http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/About+the+Ministry/MFA+Spokesman/2010/Deputy-FM-Ayalon-announces-
suspension-of-cooperation-with-UNESCO-3-Nov-2010.htm!
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member nations. Potential solutions can explore the possibility of IsraelÕs guarantee 
statement (related to unhindered access), with sensitivity towards the perspectives and 
ideologies of respective countries and their geopolitical concerns. 
 
Research Questions:  
 

1. To what extent should UNESCOÕs decision reflect politics rather than the 
mandate of UNESCO in this issue? Should UNESCO ÒsingleÓ out any countries? 
Is it possible to use this as a vessel to encourage peace in the region?  

2. To whom does the sites belong to Ð Israel or Palestine? Reports has it that the 
Tomb of Rachel was only identified as ÒBilal bin Rabah MosqueÓ recently in 1996. 
How credible are claims made from both sides? How do we verify such 
information? Or does information like that even matters as sacred sites like this 
should not belong to either state but rather the world?  

3. Is it possible to reach a compromise between the two parties? If so, how? 
4. What role can the international parties play? Specifically, how should non-aligned 

states (neither siding with Palestine nor Israel in the Israel-Palestinian conflict) 
vote? What role do they play? 

5. What are some facts, figures, statistics regarding the issue Ð national, regional, 
international? 

Summary/Important Documents:  
 

¥ The five resolutions proposed by Islamic states in April 2010: 
o Resolution 1: 

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/mughrabi-ascent-
185ex-dec.pdf 

o Resolution 2: 
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/jerusalem-185ex-
dec.pdf 

o Resolution 3: 
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/education-oat-185ex-
dec.pdf 

o Resolution 4: http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/gaza-
185ex-dec.pdf 

o MOST IMPORTANTLY, resolution 5: 
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/unesco/182433/pdfs/israeli-national-list-
185ex-dec.pdf 

¥ Press release on the adoption of the five resolution - 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-
view/news/executive_board_adopts_five_decisions_concerning_unescos_work_i
n_the_occupied_palestinian_and_arab_territories/# 

¥ Timeline of events - 
http://www.americanthinker.com/2010/11/israel_and_unesco.html 

 
Reading/Research References: [Preparing for this topic]  
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¥ Follow the footnotes to relevant parts of the guide as they provide a more 
detailed insights about the topic.  

¥ Be objective when researching for this topic as the topic of Israel-Palestine 
conflict can be a very biased topic for everyone. 

¥ Verify the source of information that you get online and identify their bias before 
using it. Try to obtain neutral source to get a better overview of the topic. 

¥ Do research on what your countryÕs stance is regards to Israel-Palestinian 
conflict as this would influence how you would vote as a delegate. 

 
 
 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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