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Dear Delegates: 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 Montessori Model UN, and very especially to the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly is the heart of the United Nations System. It is conformed by all 192 member countries and important debates take place in the GA every year. One of the results of the 62nd session has been the adoption of the Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples, after 20 years of debate. 

The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that we will be debating. Please note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country assigned, you will become the Ambassador of this country to the United Nations General Assembly, and you will have to investigate further to represent your country in the best possible way. All the General Assembly Delegates will need you to be prepared in order for the debates to be successful. 
I encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics for the debate, and become true ambassadors from your countries. 
See you in New York!
Montessori Model United Nations 2009 Secretariat
The Birth of the United Nations
The first half of the 20th century is remembered as a period of change and turmoil. After the First World War many people believed that it was necessary to create a world organization capable of keeping peace and preventing the horrors of war. The League of Nations was founded immediately, consisting of 42 countries, 58 at its largest point. Its goal was to preserve peace by solving international conflicts peacefully and promoting cooperation between nations in economic and international affairs. However, the Second World War unfolded and proved that the League had not accomplished its goal. 

In 1944 representatives of China, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Russian Federation (In that moment USSR) meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for a new and stronger international organization. Towards the end of the war, representatives of 51 countries gathered in San Francisco in 1945 to prepare the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. Most of the ideals and structure of this new organization were the same as the League’s. The difference was that now, the organization had the support of the most powerful countries of the world.
The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests while addressing international problems.
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About the General Assembly
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There are currently 192 Member States in the United Nations. Representatives from these nations meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest event to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote, however, none of the decisions taken by the Assembly are obligatory for Member States. The General Assembly's decisions become resolutions that carry the weight of the opinion of the international community.
Functions and Powers of the General Assembly

According to the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly may: 

1. Consider and make recommendations on the general principles of cooperation for maintaining international peace and security, including disarmament; 

2. Discuss any question relating to international peace and security and, except where a dispute or situation is currently being discussed by the Security Council, make recommendations on it; 

3. Discuss, with the same exception, and make recommendations on any questions within the scope of the Charter or affecting the powers and functions of any organ of the United Nations; 

4. Initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the development and codification of international law, the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms and international collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields; 

5. Make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation that might impair friendly relations among nations; 

6. Receive and consider reports from the Security Council and other United Nations organs; 

7. Consider and approve the United Nations budget and establish the financial assessments of Member States; 

8. Elect the non-permanent members of the Security Council and the members of other United Nations councils and organs and, on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-General. 
Source: http://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml 
At MMUN 2009
As you know, the General Assembly will be discussing two very important topics during the conference: 

1. Achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 1 and 3 in Africa:


MDG 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger


MDG 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 

2. Global efforts for the total elimination of racism and racial discrimination
Topic 1

Achieving Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 1 and 3 in Africa
The first agenda topic includes 2 goals which belong to “The 8 United Nations Millennium Development Goals”: 
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger;

2. Achieve universal primary education;

3. Promote gender equality and empower women;

4. Reduce child mortality;

5. Improve maternal health;

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases;

7. Ensure environmental sustainability; and

8. Develop a global partnership for development.

Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 1 = Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Most of us live in comfort and security, but over one-fifth of the world’s population live in poverty. A person is considered to be in poverty when he/she is not able to achieve the basic standard of living that is considered normal for society. Today, standards of living vary greatly among nations; however, the effects of poverty remain constant: hunger, homelessness, lack of education, and lack of resources to fulfill basic human needs. Imagine waking up every morning and not being able to drink water or eat a piece of bread. Imagine having to work to earn a living for your family at age 10 and not going to school or learning. This is the situation for millions of children around the world. We need to find real solutions for these real problems. 
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Poverty does not only mean “having no money”. For those in developing countries it also means not having the materials and resources to fulfill their basic needs. A person can be poor when they don’t have access to employment and basic healthcare, education and essentials like food, clothing and water. 
Worldwide, the number of people in developing countries living on less than $1 U.S. dollar a day was 1.2 billion in 1990. Nowadays, it’s 980 million. The proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell 19 per cent over this period. If progress continues, some countries believe the MDG target will be met. However, success is unequally shared, since the decline in global poverty is mostly due to rapid economic growth in Asia. Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, in particular, experienced impressive reductions in poverty, and accelerating growth in India has also put Southern Asia on track to achieve the goals. 

In contrast, poverty rates in Western Asia more than doubled between 1990 and 2005. Poverty rates in those regions are now approaching the levels of the 1980s. 
In sub-Saharan Africa, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty fell from 46.8% in 1990 to 41.1% in 2004. Most of this progress was achieved in 2000. The number of people living with less than $1 a day is also beginning to level off, despite rapid population growth. 
Governments all over the world have been working to accomplish this goal. Many different strategies have been considered, and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have played a very important role in the fight. The United Nations has been a world leader in bringing aid to countries that need it the most.  

A success story in the fight against poverty is Nepal. The number of Nepalese citizens living in poverty dropped almost half between 1995 and 2004. Despite this improvement, poverty alleviation remains a priority of the Government of Nepal because eight million of its 30 million people still live in poverty and the gap between the rich and the poor is wide. 
Micro-credit has helped jumpstart small businesses, providing decent lives for Nepalese citizens. Micro-credit is a system in which poor adults can receive small amounts of money in loan so they can start a small business and lift their families out or poverty. It’s very hard for impoverished families to access loans from large banks. Micro-credit programs are usually led by Non-governmental organizations, companies with social responsibility programs and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). With the support of UNDP, for example, 23-year old Surya Lama now operates a small mushroom farm in the basement of his home. The United Nations Development Program supported this Microenterprise Development Programme to market these products better. There are already some quick wins: almost 60% of the 14,000 people who had launched their businesses were from traditionally poor groups and average family income has improved allowing children to return to school.
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 3 = Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
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In many developing countries, society and its traditional roles often ignore the potential of girls and women.  Discrimination denies them health care and education. It hides information that they can use to protect themselves from diseases. Discrimination prohibits girls and women of the power to make decisions, to earn a living and to be free from violence, abuse and exploitation. In many developing countries, families prefer to educate the boy over the girl and deny any right of expression to girls and women. In some countries women and girls are beaten and are forced to work to provide for men. Some women are abandoned with their children and find it hard to provide for their families. 

In developed countries, women have legal rights that have allowed them to succeed in many career paths. Some countries have even elected women to the highest leadership role as Presidents. The United Nations works very hard to defend the equal rights of women and girls to reach their full potential and it’s committed to leveling development opportunities for girls and women by ensuring that all children have equal opportunity to develop their talents in every single country of the world. The UN works for children to receive quality education so they can live a productive and happy life. In developed nations, one gender discrimination issue is the income difference between men and women doing the same or very similar jobs with men earning more.
By recognizing discrimination against girls and women, success in the fight against all forms of discrimination -- class, race, ethnicity and age -- will become more lasting. There is great evidence to prove that entire cities and countries develop and grow more fairly when girls and women are empowered and are able to fully contribute to their communities. 
 
Discussion questions
Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 
1. Is your country a “developed” or a “developing” country?

2. Is there poverty in your country? What is the percentage of people living in poverty in your country? 
3. How has poverty changed (decreased or increased) in your country during the past 10 years?
4. What are the main programs directed to the reduction of poverty in your country?
5. Has your country been granted any loans by organizations like the World Bank to eliminate poverty? If yes, what has been done with the money to promote growth?
6. Which NGOs have been actively participating in the fight against poverty in your country? Has your country received aid from other countries?
7. What is the child mortality rate of your country? 
8. What are the main causes for child mortality in your country? 
9. What suggestions can you give governments for improving the condition of people living in poverty?
10. Compare your country to its neighbors: How many women leaders are there in your country’s congress or parliament? 
11. Has your country ever had a female president? Has a woman ever been a presidential candidate in your country?
12. What is the general income difference per men and women in your country?
13. Who attends more years of formal education in your country (university), men or women?
Topic 2: 

Global efforts for the total elimination of racism and racial discrimination
Over time, the UN General Assembly has worked hard to adopt resolutions addressing the issue of racism and racial discrimination. Recognition that no country can claim to be free of racism, that racism is a global concern, and that tackling it should be a universal effort, is an important achievement of the United Nations.
The General Assembly affirms that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and have the potential to contribute to the development and well-being of their societies, and that any believe of racial superiority is false. This has been scientifically tested and proven. To think that one race is superior than other is socially unjust and dangerous and must be rejected, together with theories that think human races should be separated. 
Even in the twenty-first century, racism and racial discrimination are prevalent topics, and discrimination is manifested both overtly and covertly in societies. The elimination of racism must remain a priority of the international community. The violation of equal rights on the basis of race is against the foundation of the United Nations.
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination

The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) is a United Nations convention and it commits its members to the elimination of racial discrimination and the promotion of understanding among all races.

The Convention defines "racial discrimination" as:

“Any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, color, descent,  or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose of denying the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life.”



***Membership of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination: parties in dark green, non-members in grey.

The World Summit held in Durban, South Africa in 2001 was a significant progress by the International Community to combat racism, racial discrimination, and xenophobia. The outcome of that Conference expressed the commitment of the International Community to establish a clear set of objectives and course of action to address them strategically, from all possible angles.
The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action was the result of very intensive negotiations. No country and no Government was targeted. The target at Durban was the elimination of racism and that this effort should be supported by all Governments, regardless of regions or beliefs.
It is now eight years since the adoption of the Durban Declaration and it’s very important to continue monitoring progress in the implementation of its decisions. It is encouraging for us to see the introduction of national action plans by some governments and through educational and cultural programs towards promoting mutual understanding and appreciation of cultural and racial diversity. But there is still a lot to be accomplished. 
The UN is also pleased that Governments are beginning to react more often against cybercrime and the dissemination of racist ideologies through the internet. We believe efforts must continue in this particular area, as advancing information technology allows increased use of the internet to encourage racial discrimination through the spread of racist ideologies. While we believe that freedom of speech remains a valuable component of democratic society, its exercise should not jeopardize the rights of others.
Racism and the fight against terrorism
A concern for the UN member states is that the fight against terrorism, to which the world is committed, has created an opening for some political parties to adopt racist and xenophobic political platforms in their programs, in order to win popularity under the guise of combating terrorism, defending the “national identity”, promoting “national preference” and even in combating illegal immigration.
The persistence of racism and racial discrimination is related to past atrocities from conquest, colonialism, the Holocaust, slavery and other forms of human rights violations. The legacy of slavery in particular, is still the root for social and economic inequality which continues to affect people of African decent. It is important that the fight against racism should recognize the social and economic dimensions of the injustices of the past.
The Durban Declaration and Action Programme (DDPA) Review Conference will review progress and assess the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA). It will be held on April 20 – 24, 2009 in Geneva. The DDPA embodies the firm commitment of the international community to tackle racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance at the national, regional and international level. Although the DDPA is not legally binding, it has a strong moral value and serves as a basis for advocacy efforts worldwide.
Discussion questions

Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 
1. Does your country have an ethnically diverse population? 

2. Does your country have history of conflict based on race?

3. How has your country overcome these differences?

4. What can your country suggest to other countries that suffer conflicts based on race?

Recommended links
1. Information about the UN General Assembly

http://www.un.org/ga/ 

2. Permanent Missions to the United Nations 


http://www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/lang/en/home/websites  

3. Resolution of the General Assembly on Eradication of Poverty and other Development Issues

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N06/549/48/PDF/N0654948.pdf?OpenElement 
4. Millennium Development Goals Report 2007


http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf 

5. Millennium Development Goals – Indicators


http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 
6. UN’s Cyberschool Bus 


http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
7. INFO-NATION (cyberschool bus)


http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation3/menu/advanced.asp
8. CIA World Factbook


https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
9. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/9.htm
10. GA Resolution on Elimination of Racism


http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,,,,ESP,4562d8b62,490588b42,0.html 
11. The Durban Declaration and Action Programme on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/DDPA_full_text.pdf 
12. World Conference Against Racism and Racial Discrimination

http://www.un.org/WCAR/ 
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