Prominent Opening Ceremony

With a magnificent opening ceremony, the Montessori
Model United Nations has officially started and prom-
ises to be the best of all years. With truly inspiring
speeches from eminent figures of the world and months
of preparation, eight hundred Montessori students are
ready to begin their two day journey were they will de-
ds o

bate our worl mo st

to solve them.

The ceremony was
opened by the par-
ticipants of the
newest Montessori
Model UN commit-
tee, the Interna-
tional Court of
Justice; judges
entered the room
in their gowns and
headed the begin-

ning of Judges preparing to enter the
the cere- ceremony.
mony.

This was followed by students representing the coun-

tries of their delegations with a grand flag display.

The students were privileged to hear rousing messages
from United Nation Ambassadors from Dominican Re-

Mont essori Os
Ambassador
Francis
Lorenzo, the
Mont esso
Model UN god-
father, as he is
kindly called by
the participants,
was given a special award for his continuous
dedication and support to the Montessori
Model UN. The ambassador has been
involved with the United Nations for

public, Benin and the Dep-
uty Permanent Represen-
tative of Jordan as well as
David Khan the founder
and executive director of
Montessori High School at
i mp o rUniversity of Circle Cleve-
land, OH.

The ceremony was moder-
ated by Judith Cunning-
ham, the Executive Direc-
tor of the Montessori
Model United Nations.
Mrs. Cunningham has in-
spired millions of students
through more than 25
years experience as a Mon-
tessori teacher and admin-
istrator, a career that in-
cludes being Head of the
two largest Montessori
Schools in North America.
She has made the model
not only an international
gathering for the young
delegates but a life chang-
ing experience.

Godf at her
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A common topic among the
speakers was the devastat-
ing situation in Haiti. Haiti
was a very poor country be-
fore the earthquake and was
completely destroyed after
it. It was not only the infra-
structure that was shattered
but the countri est
contribution as small as it
seems makes a difference,
please donate to MMUN
HAITI RELIEF PRO-
GRAM.

With thewords, 6 The wor |l d
has been brought to you and
you have a chance to change
the world, that is what it is

al | a hadithtCunning-
ham ended the Opening
Ceremony. The delegates
were able to see and hear
from their role models, the
Ambassadors, and they are
now prepared to start the
debates.

more than twelve years; he swiftly recognized the importance of
education and has greatly supported Model UN programs.

He brought the students the most precious gift for any delegate,
a message from the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki -
Moon. In the message Ban Ki -moon stressed the importance of
passion and dedication; he encouraged the young delegates to
fully engage in the debates and give their very best not only
during the model but during their lives.
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Manifesto of Peace

David Khan presented to the dele-
gates a Manifesto of Peace pre-
pared by their older college peers
from the Montessori High School
at University Circle. Mr. Khan is
one of the most admirable perso-
nas within the Montessori com-
munity. He holds a B.A. in Fine
Arts and Classics as well as the
AMI Elementary Diploma from
Bergamo, Italy. He has seventeen
years of Montessori teaching ex-
perience, twelve of them as a
teaching principal at Ruffing
Montessori School in Cleveland
Heights, OH.

Peace through collaboration and

Letters from Haiti

From the bottom of my heart and
on behalf of the staff at Boucledart

| just wanted to let you know how
much we appreciate your spontane-
ous support, your concern about us
and your willingness to help.

As you may imagine, our daily life
has completely changed in 35 sec-

Dear Presidents of committees,
fellow Delegates and Friends,

It is with broken hearts that we write

this letter to excuse our absence from
this yeards MMUN pr
you all know, we had a devastating
earthquake on January 12th that hit

the heart of Haiti.

Each and every one of us was truly
hurt by this natural disaster and lost
something. Some of us lost our par-
ents, some their brothers and sisters,
some lost their friends, others lost
their houses, and some of us even lost
a leg or an arm. We all lost something
great and special --- our beloved heri-
tage.

the work of knowledge are his life.
Hence his own students prepared
a manifesto to show our young
leaders what collaboration com-
bined with knowledge can bring.

Parts of the stirring manifesto are
below:

If not us,
who is
goingto |
stop the
violence?
Who will
work for
peace?
Old

Students getting ready to read their
manifesto.

onds and all our certitude have
gone. We are doing all our best to
get back on track as soon as possi-
ble, but this is very, very hard

and even painful.

oOur

blood muddies the waters of
change when it
rights, and those who would
blindly follow the traditions of
oppression are those who would
surely send our nation back to its
dark ages.

co

Peace is more than just an agree-
ment between two governments
and their officials. In the end, it
rests in the ci
whether to really treat another
culture or people with respect and
to truly coexist with them. This
seeming O0gapé6
can be bridged by many things.

ti

bet

Meanwhile, | count my blessings eve-
ryday: life, health, family, friends and
you.

devast a

country is

community at the school is homeless,

But one day at a time we will
survived and we will meet our
goals.

Our country is devastated, our com-
munity at the school is homeless, and
our families need us, we cannot be
with you today to share the project
we had so much fun working on all
these raomthsi Wegare sadl that we
canot be here, and
will have a lot of fun and learn a lot
from this opportunity.

Now, we have a new responsibility,
we have to rebuilt our country and
plan for the new generation of or-
phans, of amputees and of homeless.
If our country was one of the poorest
country in the hemisphere, on Janu-
ary 12th, were were set back even
more so.

Dear friends, we are 5 years away
from the the Millenium Development

and our families need us, we cannot be

with you today to share the project we
had so much fun working on all these
mont hséaé

Goals, and already Haiti was not in a
good position, today we are very con-
cerned about our country achievement.
We shall not give up and furthermore
we should now continue to promote the
objectives of the MDG's and pay more
attention to Global warming issues.

We also wanted to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for the money you
all donated to help rebuild our school
and help the families who have lost eve-
rything. Your gift will help give tents

for people without a home and food for
them to feed themselves and their fami-
lies.

We thank you again for your support,
thoughts and prayers.

And Enjoy the conference and make the
best of it... Peace be with you!

me s
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Interview with the Ambassador of
the United Nations

We asked the Ambassador of Benin ment you represent, as well as repre-
to the UN, Jean Marie Ehouzou, sentits interests.

what advice he
could give to fu-
ture ambassadors.

Learning how to negotiate and to
bargain with other countries is

essential in order to find a solu-
tion to common problems. One
must promote friendship with

countries who share common
goals. For example, Benin is geo-
graphically very far from the Do-

minican Republic, however, this
is not a reason to ignore our com-
mon interests; we must become
strategic allies on
those subjects.

Being an ambas-
sador is some-
thing simple, but

doing the work is
very difficult. You

need to have the
confidence of a
head of state, be-
cause you are a .
representative of Ambassador of Benin addressing the delegates.
the head of state.

You are the one

who speaks on behalf of the govern-

In order to be able to
discuss with people from different
cultures and different backgrounds it

Collage of country exhibitions

Benin to

is very important to have the ap-
propriate training and prepara-
tion. It is very important to re-
spect others ways and other inter-
ests. Everybody should be able to
breathe; no one should deprive
anyone of air.

Power and force is not the way to
solve problems, a consensus is
needed in order to have a solution
that wildl be at
est. There must be a space for
everyone to be included. It does
not matter if a country is small, it
can still be a source of possible
conflict therefore it is important
to create joint action for there to
be a common understanding.
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