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Dear Delegates: 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 Montessori Model UN, and very especially to UNICEF Executive Board. 

UNICEF is at the heart of the United Nations helping children around the world access food, shelter, education and health care. There are many challenges ahead and children living in poverty or without parents need your help to change their lives and their potentials. 
The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that we will be debating. Please note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country assigned, you will become the Ambassador of this country to the Executive Board of UNICEF, and you will have to investigate further to represent your country in the best possible way. All MMUN 2009 Delegates will need you to be prepared in order for the debates to be successful. 
I encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics and to have fun! 
See you in New York!
Montessori Model United Nations 2009 Secretariat
The Birth of the United Nations
The first half of the 20th century is remembered as a period of change and turmoil. After the First World War many people believed that it was necessary to create a world organization capable of keeping peace and preventing the horrors of war. The League of Nations was founded immediately, consisting of 42 countries, 58 at its largest point. Its goal was to preserve peace by solving international conflicts peacefully and promoting cooperation between nations in economic and international affairs. However, the Second World War unfolded and proved that the League had not accomplished its goal. 

In 1944 representatives of China, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Russian Federation (In that moment USSR) meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for a new and stronger international organization. Towards the end of the war, representatives of 51 countries gathered in San Francisco in 1945 to prepare the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. Most of the ideals and structure of this new organization were the same as the League’s. The difference was that now, the organization had the support of the most powerful countries of the world.
The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests while addressing international problems. Currently, 192 countries are United Nations Member States. Representatives from these nations meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest event to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote.
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About the United Nations Children’s Fund - UNICEF 

The United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, is a specialized fund of the United Nations that works to protect and help children worldwide and has programs in 190 countries. UNICEF has global authority to work with governments, international agencies, and regular citizens to protect children at each phase of life, including in pregnancy, early childhood, preschool, school years, and in adolescence. UNICEF helps children walk out of poverty, violence, disease and discrimination. 
UNICEF works for children because…
1. Children have rights

2. The world has set goals for children

3. Children demand a voice

4. Poverty reduction starts with children

5. The people of the world say YES for children

6. Children should not be dying from preventable diseases
The UNICEF Executive Board is the body that makes decisions for the work UNICEF. UNICEF follows the guidelines of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. The Board meets three times each year, in January, June and September at United Nations Headquarters in New York. All formal meetings are interpreted in the six official languages of the United Nations: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish and Russian.

UNICEF Executive Board has 36 members, elected for a three years and it’s composed by: 
· 8 African States
· 7 Asian States
· 4 Eastern European States

· 5 Latin American and Caribbean States
· 12 Western European and Other States 
Functions and Powers of UNICEF Executive Board
UNICEF’s Executive Board has the following functions:

1. Implement the policies decided by the General Assembly and the guidance received from the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
2. Give guidance to the Executive Director of UNICEF
3. Monitor the performance of UNICEF; 

4. Approve programs, including country programs; 

5. Decide on financial plans and budgets; 

6. Recommend new initiatives to the Economic and Social Council and, through the Council, to the General Assembly 

7. Submit annual reports to the Economic and Social Council 

At MMUN 2009
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Topic 1

Ending child deaths from preventable causes: armed conflict, malnutrition and treatable diseases

Every year, close to 9.7 million children under the age of 5 die from preventable causes. This means that the countries of the world have the money and knowledge to save millions of children’s lives but for several reasons, help is not reaching those who need it the most.
Some preventable causes for child death are:

1. Armed conflict
2. Illnesses such as pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria. 
3. HIV/AIDS

4. Malnutrition

5. Poor hygiene and lack of access to safe water

Half a million women die in pregnancy each year, most during delivery or in the first few days after birth. This also contributes to the Global Orphan Crisis described in topic 2. 
There are existing low-cost and high impact solutions such as vaccines, antibiotics, nutrient supplements, bed nets, breastfeeding practices and safe hygiene practices that can prevent unnecessary maternal and child deaths.
Armed conflict

Around the world, close to 250,000 children are being recruited to participate in armed conflicts as soldiers, messengers, spies, and cooks. Children forced into combat are often sent to the front lines or sent into minefields ahead of older troops. Some children are also used as suicide bombers. In addition to the children who are directly involved into conflicts, a great number have witnessed the horrors of war in the 42 countries. War violates every right of the child. We cannot let war continue to destroy childhood.
Children should be provided with all the basic things to live a decent and happy life. Not everybody can be rich, but everybody should be able to access food, clean water and a safe home. The Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon, wasn’t born in a rich house. In fact, he and his wife were born in the countryside in South Korea. They didn’t have a good infrastructure for their schools and sometimes they had to study under a tree. But they worked hard and studied hard and became very successful diplomats. They weren’t rich, but, they had access to basic needs, like a home, food and some type of school. They didn’t have to work or fight in a war, or didn’t get a dangerous disease. They could reach their full potential. 

But for so many children, their family life is destroyed when children are captured and recruited by one of the country’s illegal armed groups.
A happy-ending story is Sudanese hip hop star Emmanuel Jal who 10 years ago was a child soldier. He survived to tell his story and is now an acclaimed international musician with a message of peace. 
Malnutrition
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3.5 million Children die every year because of poor quality or for having no food. Researchers are afraid that numbers might double by 2015. At the same time, the numbers could decrease by up to 25 % if simple measures are to be taken.

Most problems occur even before the child is born, as nutrition during pregnancy is very important in the later development of the child. Poor quality of food can cause many unwanted diseases. There is however a way to prevent many deaths and that is by taking vitamin A supplements and by promoting breastfeeding.

Malnutrition causes irreversible damage in the child’s development. This means they will grow less, be less smart or simply not be able to retain any information at school. Children that suffered malnutrition in the first 2 years of life will not develop all their bones and organs and will be weak for the rest of their lives. This is a common situation in developing nations across Africa and Asia. Having an undernourished mother or infant causes irreversible damage even if nutrition improves later in childhood. These children don’t get the chance to recover much.
Children die everyday because they simply have nothing to eat. 
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Money is needed for improving child nutrition around the world. At the moment, $300 million of aid goes to basic nutrition each year, less than $2 for each child younger than 2 years old in the 20 worst affected countries in Africa. In contrast, HIV/AIDS, which causes fewer deaths than child malnutrition, received $2.2 billion ($67 per person with HIV in all countries, including rich ones)
Treatable diseases

More than 70% of child deaths that occur worldwide each year are caused by treatable diseases:

1. Pneumonia (19%)

2. Diarrhea (18%)

3. Malaria (8%)

4. Neonatal sepsis or pneumonia (10%)

5. Preterm delivery (10%)

6. Asphyxia at birth (8%)
Child deaths can be prevented through existing, available, and affordable interventions. Achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing child mortality by two-thirds from the 1990 rate will depend on renewed efforts to prevent and control pneumonia, diarrhea and malnutrition in developing countries and malaria in the Africa.  

UN Member states must commit to providing more economic aid and technical support to all the countries in need. It is important to look at the single most important cause of childhood death: poverty. In today's world, an Ethiopian child is over 30 times more likely to die before his or her fifth birthday than a western European child. 
Counting the world's children is not all that is involved in making the world's children count.  
Topic 2

Local and International Resolution of Global Orphan Crisis
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In 1985, scientists discovered the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). HIV/AIDS is a virus that is transmitted from person to person through the exchange of body fluids. As HIV reproduces, it damages the body's immune system and the body becomes susceptible to illness and infection. There is no known cure for HIV infection.
Aids worsens Global Orphan Crisis

The global orphan crisis is growing far worse as more parents die from AIDS in Africa and Asia. UNICEF calls for action at all levels to assist children, families and communities affected. More than 13.4 million children have lost one or both parents to the AIDS epidemic, a number that is likely to increase to 25 million by 2010 in the 3 most crucial regions: Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean
In 2001, a total of 34 million children in sub-Saharan Africa were orphans, one-third of them due to AIDS. By 2010, the total number of orphans in the region will top 42 million. Due to its massive population, the total number of orphans in ASIA is much larger than in Africa. In 2001, there were 65 million orphans in Asia, with approximately 2 million of them orphaned due to AIDS. In 2001, just 12 countries in sub-Saharan Africa accounted for 70 percent of the orphans. Nigeria, Ethiopia and the Democratic Republic of Congo had the largest orphan populations.
Five Key Strategies of Response

This crisis will require radically large national, regional and community responses in the decades to come:
1. Strengthen and support the capacity of families to protect and care for their children. 
2. Mobilize and strengthen community-based responses. 

3. Strengthen the capacity of children and young people to meet their own needs.  

4. Ensure that governments develop policies and basic services for the most vulnerable children. 
5. Create an environment supports for children affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Discussion questions
Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 
1. Is your country a “developed” or a “developing” country?

2. Is there poverty in your country? What is the percentage of people living in poverty in your country? 
3. Does your country have a population affected by HIV/AIDS?
4. What programs does your country have to help people with HIV/AIDS?

5. Are there many orphans in your country?

6. Is there an effective adoption system in your country?

7. Does your country help other countries with HIV/AIDS problems?

8. What are the main programs directed to the reduction of poverty in your country?
9. Has your country been granted any loans by organizations like the World Bank to eliminate poverty and combat HIV/AIDS? 
10. Which NGOs have been actively participating in the fight against HIV/AIDS in your country? Has your country received aid from other countries? 
11. What is the child mortality rate of your country? 
12. What are the main causes for child mortality in your country? 
13. What suggestions can you give governments for improving the condition of people living in poverty?
14. Compare your country to its neighbors: what are the main causes of child death? 
Recommended links: 

1. United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF. http://www.unicef.org/ 

2. UNICEF. Information by Country. 


http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/index.html 

3. UNICEF. Resources for Teacher’s and Students.


http://www.unicef.org/siteguide/resources.html 

4. The State of the World’s Children. UNICEF Report 2008. 


http://www.unicef.org/sowc08/report/report.php 

5. Permanent Missions to the United Nations 


http://www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/lang/en/home/websites  

6. Millennium Development Goals – Indicators


http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 
7. UN’s Cyberschool Bus 

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
8. INFO-NATION (cyberschool bus)

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation3/menu/advanced.asp
9. CIA World Factbook

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html[image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13]
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