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Dear Delegates: 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 Montessori Model UN, and very especially to the Peacebuilding Commission. 

The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that we will be debating. Please note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country assigned, you will become the Ambassador of this country to the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission and held responsible for the peacebuilding processes in Burundi and Sierra Leone. You will have to investigate further to represent your country in the best possible way. All the MMUN 2009 Delegates will need you to be prepared in order for the debates to be successful. 

I encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics for the debate, and negotiate for true and lasting peace in the world. . 

See you in New York!

Montessori Model United Nations 2009 Secretariat

The Birth of the United Nations

The first half of the 20th century is remembered as a period of change and turmoil. After the First World War many people believed that it was necessary to create a world organization capable of keeping peace and preventing the horrors of war. The League of Nations was founded immediately, consisting of 42 countries, 58 at its largest point. Its goal was to preserve peace by solving international conflicts peacefully and promoting cooperation between nations in economic and international affairs. However, the Second World War unfolded and proved that the League had not accomplished its goal. 

In 1944 representatives of China, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Russian Federation (In that moment USSR) meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for a new and stronger international organization. Towards the end of the war, representatives of 51 countries gathered in San Francisco in 1945 to prepare the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. Most of the ideals and structure of this new organization were the same as the League’s. The difference was that now, the organization had the support of the most powerful countries of the world.

The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests while addressing international problems. Today, 192 countries are Member States of the United Nations. Representatives from these nations meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest event to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote. 
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About the Peacebuilding Commission 
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The Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) is a new advisory body of the United Nations formed by representatives from different countries that supports peace efforts in countries emerging from conflict. The PBC and is a new and key tool for the international community to bring lasting solutions to the wide peace agenda. 
The PBC plays a unique role in:

· Bringing together all of the relevant and potential actors to building peace in a country including: international donors, the international financial institutions, national governments, troop contributing countries

· Requesting resources from private and public sector and doing follow-up for delivery

· Proposing realistic strategies for post-conflict peacebuilding and recovery where needed, and looking out for any new situations that might threaten peace. 

The PBC will deal only with countries emerging from conflict, once a peace agreement has been concluded with the conflicting parties and a guaranteed degree of security exists. Countries should express interest to the PBC for peacebuilding process to begin. 

Mandate of the Peacebuilding Commission 

· Bringing together all relevant actors to obtain the needed flow of resources

· Advising on strategies for post conflict peacebuilding and recovery

· Ensuring financing for early recovery activities and sustained financing over the long-term

· Develop best practices on issues in collaboration with political, security, humanitarian and development experts
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The General Assembly and Security Council resolutions 60/180 and 1645 (2005) of 20 December 2005 that helped establish the Peacebuilding Commission identify the need for the Commission to extend the period of international attention on post-conflict countries. These resolutions also decided a country can be included on the PBC agenda via: 

· Requests for advice from the Security Council

· Requests for advice from the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) or the General Assembly with the approval of a concerned Member State in exceptional circumstances or close to returning to conflict 

· Requests for advice from the Secretary-General

The previously mentioned resolutions that helped establish the Peacebuilding Commission also mandated the establishment of a Peacebuilding Fund and a Peacebuilding Support Office which together form the United Nations peacebuilding structure. 

United Nations Peacebuilding Fund

The United Nations Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) was launched on October 11th, 2006 in response to the growing global demand for consistent support to countries emerging from conflict. The role of the Peacebuilding Fund is to establish a link between conflict and recovery at a time when other funding may not be available. The priority of the PBF in a country is to minimize the risk of a return into conflict. 

The Peacebuilding Fund supports countries currently in the agenda of the Peacebuilding Commission but is also available to countries in similar circumstances as designated by the Secretary-General. With an initial funding set at US$ 250 million, the Peacebuilding Fund aims at strengthening governments and their capacity to sustain the peace process.

The Peacebuilding Fund focuses on providing support during the very early stages of a peacebuilding process in four areas: 

· Activities that support the implementation of peace agreements

· Activities that support efforts by the country to reach a peaceful resolution of conflict

· Establishment of essential administrative and technical services 

· Critical interventions to respond to imminent threats to the peacebuilding process.

At MMUN 2009

Currently only Burundi, Sierra Leone, Guinea-Bissau and Central African Republic are on the agenda of the Commission. At the Montessori Model United Nations 2009, we will only discuss the peacebuilding processes in Burundi and Sierra Leone.

Peacebuilding in Sierra Leone
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Sierra Leone was placed on the PBC’s agenda on 23 June 2006, following a referral from the Security Council. To date, the PBC has worked with the government and international and local partners to address the country’s peacebuilding priorities in the areas of:

· Youth employment and empowerment

· Justice and security reform

· Good governance

· Energy sector development

· Capacity building

On October 12th, 2006, the Peacebuilding Commission formally declared Sierra Leone as eligible to receive support from the Peacebuilding Fund. The Peacebuilding Commission recommended an allocation of US$ 25 million be granted to Sierra Leone in support of its peacebuilding process. A Priority Plan was finalized by the Government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL). On 1 March 2007, the Secretary-General announced that an allocation over US$35 million from the Peacebuilding Fund had been assigned to Sierra Leone. The Priority Plan was revised in July 2008 to include a fifth Priority Area; Support to Increased Energy.

The Sierra Leone Priority Plan (revised October 2008).

Sierra Leone’s Peacebuilding Priority Plan identified 5 priority areas”

· Youth Empowerment and Employment 

· Democracy and Good Governance 
· Justice and Security 
· Support to Increased Energy 
· Capacity Building of Public Administration 
Updates

On 15 July 2008, the Sierra Leone PBF approved 7 additional projects with IOM, UNIFEM, UNICEF and UNDP as Recipient Organizations.
On 18 April 2008, UNDP Sierra Leone prepared a "Summary of Progress: Peacebuilding Supported Projects", providing the latest information on the status of project implementation.
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Burundi:  

National and International partnership: The key to building peace in Burundi
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Burundi was placed on the PBC’s agenda on 23 June 2006, following a referral from the Security Council. The PBC has worked with the government and international and local partners to address the country’s peacebuilding priorities in the areas of good governance, strengthening the rule of law, community recovery, and land ownership.

On October 13th, 2006, the Peacebuilding Commission formally declared Burundi as eligible to receive support. In deciding to recommend Burundi as a recipient under the Peacebuilding Fund, members of the Peacebuilding Commission highlighted a number of key priorities to secure consolidation of peace, including:
· Good governance

· Implementation of the ceasefire

· Socio-economic recovery

· Security-sector reform

· Disarmament

· Demobilization and reintegration of former combatants

· Human rights

· Unemployment

· Judiciary reform

On December 2006, a Priority Plan was finalized by the Government of Burundi and the United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB). On 29 January 2007, the Secretary-General formally announced more than US$35 million from the Peacebuilding Fund for Burundi.

Burundi’s Priority Plan
Burundi’s Peacebuilding Priority Plan identified these priority areas:

· Governance 
· Strengthening Rule of Law and the Security Sector 

· Strengthening Rule of Law and the Protection of Human Rights 

· Property/Land Issues 
Discussion questions
Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 

1. What are the main factors of the conflict suffered by Sierra Leone?

2. Who were the main actors of the conflict in Sierra Leone?

3. What are the main factors of the conflict suffered by Burundi?

4. Who were the main actors of the conflict in Burundi?

5. Has your country made financial contributions to the peacebuilding fund?

6. Has your country provided experts or technical support to Sierra Leone or Burundi?

7. Where are Sierra Leone and Burundi Located?

8. What has been the greatest progress of the peacebuilding efforts in Sierra Leone?

9. What has been the greatest progress of the peacebuilding efforts in Burundi?

10. Which area still needs a lot of work and investment in Sierra Leone?

11. Has poverty changed (decreased or increased) in your Sierra Leone since the Peabuilding process started? 

12. What are the main programs currently developed by the PBC in Sierra Leone and Burundi?

13. How can your country contribute to the efforts to restore Sierra Leone and Burundi?

Recommended links: 

1. Report of the Peacebuilding Commission on its Second Session (Only read sections relevant to Sierra Leone and Burundi).

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/439/33/PDF/N0743933.pdf?OpenElement 

2. Peacebuilding Commission: Sierra Leone


http://www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding/sierraleone.shtml 

3. Peacebuilding Commission: Burundi


http://www.un.org/peace/peacebuilding/burundi.shtml 

4. Information about the UN

http://www.un.org 

5. Permanent Missions to the United Nations 


http://www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/lang/en/home/websites  

6. Millennium Development Goals – Indicators


http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 

7. UN’s Cyberschool Bus 

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
8. CIA World Factbook
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