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Dear Delegates: 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 Montessori Model United Nations, and very especially to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that we will be debating. Please note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country assigned, you will become the Ambassador of this country to the Food and Agriculture Organization, and you will have to investigate further to represent your country in the best possible way. All the MMUN 2009 Delegates will need you to be prepared in order for the debates to be successful. 

I encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics for the debate, and become true defenders of food security for all.  

See you in New York!

Montessori Model United Nations 2009 Secretariat

The Birth of the United Nations

The first half of the 20th century is remembered as a period of change and turmoil. After the First World War many people believed that it was necessary to create a world organization capable of keeping peace and preventing the horrors of war. The League of Nations was founded immediately, consisting of 42 countries, 58 at its largest point. Its goal was to preserve peace by solving international conflicts peacefully and promoting cooperation between nations in economic and international affairs. However, the Second World War unfolded and proved that the League had not accomplished its goal. 

In 1944 representatives of China, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Russian Federation (In that moment USSR) meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for a new and stronger international organization. Towards the end of the war, representatives of 51 countries gathered in San Francisco in 1945 to prepare the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. Most of the ideals and structure of this new organization were the same as the League’s. The difference was that now, the organization had the support of the most powerful countries of the world.

The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests while addressing international problems. Currently, 192 countries are United Nations Member States. Representatives from these nations meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest event to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote.
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About the Food and Agriculture Organization
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The Food an Agricultural Organization was established in 1945 and its headquarters are in Rome, Italy. As one of the oldest UN Specialized Agencies, the FAO continues to improve in response times and decisiveness. As of 1 May 2007, FAO employed 1,586 professional staff and 2,048 support staff. FAO continues to coordinate international agricultural policy, act as an intermediary for the spread of agricultural technology, and ensure food security for humans. 

The most important functions of the FAO are to:

· Promote the common welfare and raising levels of nutrition and standards of living of the people around the world

· Improving the production and distribution of all food and agricultural products

· Improving the condition of rural populations

· Contributing to an expanding world economy

· Ensuring humanity’s freedom from hunger

At MMUN 2009

As you know, FAO will be discussing two very important topics during the conference: 

1. Food security for all: Developed and developing countries together in the global food crisis
2. Fair trade policies to defeat inequality worldwide

Topic 1

Food security for all: Developed and developing countries together in the global food crisis
Food security exists when all people have access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food at all times to meet their needs for an active and healthy life. Hunger and poverty are linked closely as hunger is the strongest manifestation of poverty. Circumstances surrounding food security are diverse and complex. Experts claim that the world produces enough food for every person on the planet, but as we know, there are millions of people that go hungry every day. This is because although there might be enough food for everyone, many families can’t afford to buy it. Some other families can afford to buy larger quantities than needed. We can say that distribution of food is unfair and depends only on how wealthy a family is. The United Nations and the FAO work hard to reverse this trend. We believe that food is a right and food should be available for everyone in the world.
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There is an additional problem. In the last few years, some factors have caused food availability and production to decrease. When a product is disappearing, its price usually goes up. This means less and less people will be able to afford it. Imagine if there were only 10 hot dogs left in the world. Millions of people would pay all they have to get one. For some people that might be $1 and for some others, it can be $1,000. This means many people would get nothing. This is what happens now with millions of different products and families. Some of the factors that cause food quantities to decrease in the world are:

· Climate change, extremely hot weather

· Natural disasters 

· More people in the world, so higher demand of food than before

· Uses of crops for purposes different than food, for example, biodiesel

Concerns about food security are all around us, even in prosperous countries. The concerns are deeper in many nations throughout the world where government institutions are weak. It is FAO’s job to search for solutions for the world’s hungry and under nourished. Sustainable development, eradication of poverty, and access to water are crucial to provide nutrition minimum standards. 
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Production Crises

When regions experience agricultural crises, organizations rush for food aid at huge

costs, failing to address root causes of the problem by building the essential water systems and rural infrastructures. Agriculture uses about 70% of the fresh water worldwide. Three-quarters of the world's irrigated farmlands are located in developing countries. Governments and donor agencies should consider exchanging information on food security. The need for support of local, national and regional institutions to ensure short and long term food security must continue to remain a top priority on the global political agenda. 

Poverty

The key battleground in the fight to eradicate hunger and poverty is the countryside.

Cities have become a key aspect of understanding food security changes from the farms to the global markets. Some common trends that explain the reduction of food production are:

· Entire families move to cities in search of better opportunities reducing the labor for food and agriculture on the countryside

· Some agricultural products were produced by families for generations, but the younger generations choose different career paths

· An increase in food demand from countries with very large populations that have experienced an economic boom like China and India. 

· The use of crops like corn for biodiesel research has diverted the corn farming from food to fuel purposes where farmers receive higher payment

Progress can only be achieved when member nations support the global commitment to agriculture and to the rural economies of poor countries. As one aspect of the world system continues to adapt and evolve, so must the other. So while global

market trends continue to be unpredictable, communication between organizations and developing nations must involve information exchange of developing and developed nations. 

Water

Improving food production is fundamental to fighting hunger and improving lives on

every continent. Water scarcity affects food security because farmers with limited resources are forced to find ways to produce more food with less water. It takes 1,000-2,000 liters of water to produce one kilo of wheat and 13,000-15,000 liters to produce the same quantity of grain-fed beef. The planet is hungry because it is thirsty. As with food, the rising global population is contributing to an increased demand for water. The world's population is expected to rise from the current 6.5 billion to 8.1 billion by 2030. To keep pace with the growing demand for food, and taking into consideration an increase in water productivity, more freshwater will need to be withdrawn for agricultural purposes by 2030 in order to obtain the needed increase in food production.

The international food market serves as an important vehicle for transferring water from water-abundant regions to water-scarce ones. The World Commission on Water estimates the demand for water will increase by around 50 percent in the next 30 years and that close to one half of the world's population will live in conditions of severe water stress by 2025.
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Topic 2

Fair trade policies to defeat inequality worldwide
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The trade policy defended by most big businesses is free trade and this policy has had devastating consequences for working and poor people worldwide, while benefiting the rich. But free trade alone isn't sufficient to fully explain the social problems in so many countries.

What exactly is trade, and how do we make it fair? One cannot trade what one does not own. What trade really means is that companies produce, buy and sell products on an international level for profit. Since profit is what motivates these exchanges, it will only benefit those companies and countries that can get more money for their product. These trades do not happen to benefit the greater majority of people or to defeat hunger. What is unfair is that small groups of individuals own these large companies that earn vast amounts of profits leaving little income for farmers in poor countries. These rich companies are usually in developed countries. But, how does this work? Companies from rich or developed countries buy products from farmers in poor or developing countries at a very cheap price. These companies then sell these products in rich countries at very high prices and keep all the profit. If large companies shared their large profits with the farmers or producers from poor countries, wealth would benefit larger groups of people in more countries. This is the fair trade that the FAO supports.
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But, there can be no "fair" trade where vast inequalities in productivity exist, especially when rich nations have productivity advantage in technology, due to the great wealth they've accumulated over previous generations. Advanced technology is one example of how this accumulated wealth serves only to further distance the rich and poor countries through competition on the world market.

Subsidies is a type of economic aid that governments usually give farmers to keep them producing or to protect their crop against cheaper ones from other countries. Developed countries widely support agriculture subsidies for their farmers. Developing countries oppose the use of subsidies in developed nations, while supporting subsidy in their poor economies to even out the prices globally.

Discussion questions

Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 

1. Is your country a “developed” or a “developing” country?

2. Is there poverty in your country? What is the percentage of people living in poverty in your country? 

3. Is your country’s economy based on agriculture?

4. What crops are produced in your country?

5. What are the major exports from your country?

6. To which countries does your country export goods?

7. Does your country import agricultural products from other nations? Which ones?

8. Has your country been granted any loans or economic aid from other countries to support farmers and agricultural activity?

9. Does your government support subsidies to farmers?

10. What is the Gross Domestic Product  (GDP) of your country?

11. What percentage of the GDP corresponds to agriculture production?

12. Compare your country to its neighbors: What agricultural products are produced in your continent? Is your country a leader in a specific product?
Recommended links: 

1. Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger: an international classroom for exploring the problems of hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity. http://www.feedingminds.org/ 
2. FAO www.fao.org
3. FAO Country Profiles http://www.fao.org/corp/countries/en/ 
4. FAO Food Security http://www.fao.org/waicent/st/level_1.asp?main_id=8 
5. The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2006.
 http://www.fao.org/docrep/009/a0750e/a0750e00.htm 
6. World Bank www.worldbank.org (Use search and put country name for information)
7. Permanent Missions to the United Nations 


http://www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/lang/en/home/websites  

8. Millennium Development Goals Report 2007


http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf 

9. Millennium Development Goals – Indicators


http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 

10. UN’s Cyberschool Bus 

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
11. CIA World Factbook

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
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