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Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
Background Guide

Dear Delegates: 

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you to the 2009 Montessori Model UN, and very especially to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).
Given the long period of time until MMUN 2009, the topics of your committee will continue to develop through current events and new technological developments. Therefore, you may want to pay attention to such developments. 
The following pages intend to guide you in the research of the topics that we will be debating. Please note that this guide will only provide the basis for your investigation. Once you get your country assigned, you will become the Ambassador of this country to the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and you will have to investigate further to represent your country in the best possible way. All the MMUN 2009 Delegates will need you to be prepared in order for the debates to be successful. 
We encourage you to learn what your country is doing about the selected topics for the debate and have fun! 
See you in New York!
Montessori Model United Nations 2009 Secretariat
The Birth of the United Nations
The first half of the 20th century is remembered as a period of change and turmoil. After the First World War many people believed that it was necessary to create a world organization capable of keeping peace and preventing the horrors of war. The League of Nations was founded immediately, consisting of 42 countries, 58 at its largest point. Its goal was to preserve peace by solving international conflicts peacefully and promoting cooperation between nations in economic and international affairs. However, the Second World War unfolded and proved that the League had not accomplished its goal. 

In 1944 representatives of China, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Russian Federation (In that moment USSR) meeting at Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC, prepared a blueprint for a new and stronger international organization. Towards the end of the war, representatives of 51 countries gathered in San Francisco in 1945 to prepare the final text that would lay the foundations of international cooperation. Most of the ideals and structure of this new organization were the same as the League’s. The difference was that now, the organization had the support of the most powerful countries of the world.
The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the UN Charter had been ratified by a majority of the original 51 Member States. The purpose of the United Nations is to bring all nations of the world together to work for peace and development, based on the principles of justice, human dignity and the well being of all people. It affords the opportunity for countries to balance global interdependence and national interests while addressing international problems. Currently, 192 countries are United Nations Member States. Representatives from these nations meet in the General Assembly, which is the closest event to a world parliament. Each country, large or small, rich or poor, has a single vote.

                               
[image: image1]   

About the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
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*The ECOSOC Chamber at the UN Headquarters in New York City. It was a gift from Sweden.
The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of the 6 main bodies of the United Nations system and coordinates the economic and social work of 14 UN specialized agencies and 5 regional commissions. The Council also receives reports from 11 funds and programs. 

Some of the most important specialized agencies that the ECOSOC coordinates are:

· International Labour Organization (ILO)
·  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
·  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
· World Health Organization (WHO)
· The World Bank Group
· International Monetary Fund (IMF)
· United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
· World Tourism Organization (WTO)
Some of the most important programs and funds that the ECOSOC coordinates are:

· United Nations Drug Control Programme (UNDCP)

· United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

· United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

· United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

· World Food Programme (WFP)

Functions and Powers of the ECOSOC
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The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) serves as the central forum for discussing international economic and social issues like:
· Promoting higher standards of living, full employment, and economic and social progress in all countries of the world
· Identifying solutions to international economic, social and health problems
· Facilitating international cultural and educational cooperation
· Encouraging universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

With its broad mandate the ECOSOC uses over 70 per cent of the human and financial resources of the entire UN system.

Additionally, ECOSOC consults with academics, business sector representatives and more than 2,100 registered non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  Active members of the civil society work in these NGOs and have a voice in the United Nations system.
At MMUN 2009
As you know, the will be discussing two very important topics during the conference: 

Topic 1

Global management of water and other resources
Water is the most basic and important human need. A person can survive without food, but not without water. Uses of water include;

· Agricultural

· Industrial

· Household

· Recreational

· Environmental

· Power generation
· Waste processing
· Construction
All of these human uses require fresh water. 97.5% of water on the Earth is salt water, the ocean, leaving only 2.5% as fresh water of which over two thirds is frozen in glaciers and polar ice caps. The remaining unfrozen fresh water is found as groundwater. Fresh water is a renewable resource but the world's supply of clean, fresh water is decreasing. Water demand is growing as population grows around the world. Many countries are expected to have water shortages in a few years.
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Most cities, towns and villages are facing water stress, this means their reserves of water are lowering while the demand for water is growing. Much of the rain that falls on their catchment areas evaporates due to pollution and global warming.
The world's supply of clean fresh water, already threatened by growing levels of pollution, is growing so scarce in some areas that if current trends continue, two-thirds of humanity will suffer moderate to severe water stress within 30 years. Water pollution comes from thousands of sources, including industry waste, bacteria, metals, pesticides, toxic chemicals, and trash. Much of these polluting substances are directly related to our daily lives.
Water scarcity not only endangers human health but also the aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems of the earth. This means millions of plants and animals can die. Water scarcity will bring regional water quantity and quality problems. Some of the main reasons are: poor water allocation, wasteful use of the resource, and poor management resources.
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Water is essential to survival. Unlike oil, there are no substitutes. As with oil, problems that grow from the scarcity of a vital resource tend to be global. The UN has identified 46 countries, home to 2.7 billion people, where climate change and water-related crises create a high risk of violent conflict. A further 56 countries, representing another 1.2 billion people, are at high risk of political instability. That’s more than half the world’s population.
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This is not an issue of rich or poor, north or south. If there is no water, all human beings are affected. The water system of Lake Chad, in central Africa, supports some 30 million people. Yet over the past 30 years, it has shrunk to one-tenth of its former size, thanks to drought, climate change, mismanagement and over-use. Some of the major streams depending of the Amazon River in Latin America have dried up.
The United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set a target of cutting by half the number of people without safe access to water by 2015. When you look at the health and development problems of people living in poverty, water turns out to be a key factor in diseases like malaria or TB, rising food prices, and environmental degradation.
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The World Health Organization estimates that good health requires a daily supply of about eight gallons of water per person. But Americans consume 170 gallons and Europeans about 60 gallons per person.  While the impact of water scarcity is global, we all have to make individual changes that add up to a global impact. Governments from all countries of the world must design programs to protect water resources and to inspire their citizens to protect water.
Simple steps can be taken at home to save water:

· Installing high-efficiency shower heads 

· Low-flush toilets
· Cleaning and repairing leaks

· Taking short showers

· Flowering plants less frequently

The challenge is adopting global agreements that have real impact: 
· Water development and management should be participatory involving users, planners and policy-makers 

· Women play a central part in the provision, management and safeguarding of water 

· Water has an economic value in all its uses and should be recognized as an economic good

· Protection of water resources, water quality and ecosystems 

· Protection of drinking-water supply and sanitation 

· Sustainable water use for food production and rural development 
· Children should be educated from early age to value and protect water
Topic 2

Sustainable Development and the use of renewable and alternative energy
Sustainable development means using our natural resources carefully so future generations can enjoy them too. It aims to meet human needs while preserving the environment so that these needs can be met in the present and the future. An unsustainable situation occurs when natural resources are used up faster than they can be naturally replaced. For example, cutting down many trees and destroying forests to make products can happen in a year, but for trees to grow again takes hundreds of years.

Renewable energy
Renewable energy is energy generated from natural resources and causes no waste to harm the environment. Some types of renewable energy are: 

· Solar energy

· Wind power

· Hydroelectricity

· Biofuels
In 2006, about 18% of global final energy consumption came from renewable sources.
Solar energy
Solar energy is the light and intense heat from the sun. Solar power refers to the electricity generated from sun radiation. Solar energy accounts for most of the available source of renewable energy on earth and causes no toxic gas emissions or toxic waste. Traditional sources of energy have caused great harm to our ozone layer. This has cause global warming and many animal and vegetal species are suffering. Global warming also produces very high temperatures causing crop destruction, natural disasters and floods. 
In solar energy, solar panels capture heat from the sun and transform it into energy. Many large corporations have started to use solar panels in combination of regular energy sources. Many households have solar panels to run their houses. Kenya has the world's highest household solar ownership rate with 30,000 small solar power systems sold per year.
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*Solar panels capturing heat.
Wind power

Wind power uses the power of wind speed to produce energy. Wind power is growing at the rate of 30 percent annually and is widely used in several European countries and the United States. 
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*Wind Turbines.
Globally, the long-term potential of wind energy is believed to be five times total current global energy production. This could require large amounts of land to be used for wind turbines, particularly in areas of higher wind resources. Offshore resources experience mean wind speeds 90% greater than that of land, so offshore resources could contribute substantially more energy. This will mean having thousands of wind turbines in the middle of the ocean. 
The most important factor about wind power is that it’s renewable and produces no greenhouse gases during operation, such as carbon dioxide and methane. These gases are the main cause of global warming. 
Hydroelectricity
Another Alternative energy resource is Hydroelectricity. This is a form of hydro power, and is the most widely used form of renewable energy. It produces no waste, and does not produce carbon dioxide. This method stores energy in the form of water. It is pumped from a lower elevation reserve to a higher elevation.

Biofuels: Ethanol fuel
Ethanol fuel is ethyl alcohol, the same type of alcohol found in beverages. It can be used as a biofuel alternative to gasoline, and it’s used in cars. Because it is easy to manufacture and process and can be made from very common crops such as sugar cane and corn, it is a common alternative to gasoline. This is a renewable resource that can be produced, unlike petroleum which cannot be produced. 
Brazil has one of the largest renewable energy programs in the world, involving production of ethanol fuel from sugar cane, and ethanol now provides 18 percent of the country's automotive fuel. 
Governments around the world are trying to find ways to produce energy through sustainable and alternative methods. Some concerns with regular energy production are:

· Climate change concerns

· High oil prices

· New commercialization opportunity: energy at lower costs and safer for the environment

European Union leaders reached an agreement in March 2007 that 20 percent of their nations' energy should be produced from renewable fuels by 2020, as part of the global goal to cut emissions of carbon dioxide.

Countries of ECOSOC will need to reach agreement on how to achieve a clean, clever and competitive energy future. Renewable energy could help reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 50% by 2050.
Discussion questions
Please answer the following questions about the topics we will discuss. Use all the investigation tools and links available: 
1. Is there poverty in your country? What is the percentage of people living in poverty in your country? 
2. Does your country have large water resources? Is your country self-sufficient in water? 

3. Does your country have programs to protect water resources?

4. Are there many rivers in your country? Are there lakes?

5. Does your country have child mortality related to lack of water access?
6. What are the main programs directed to the reduction of poverty in your country?
7. What is the child mortality rate of your country? 
8. Does your country use any type of renewable energy?

9. Does your country produce oil?

10. Does everyone in your country enjoy electricity? Are there areas of your country where electricity is no available?

11. What suggestions can you give governments for improving the condition of fresh water resources?
Recommended links: 

1. Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)


http://www.un.org/ecosoc/ 
2. United Nations Water for Life Decade 2005- 2015


http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/ 
3. Water: A Matter of Life or Death


http://www.un.org/issues/inf/cache/w-yrfaqs.pdf 
4. Global Water Availability Map


http://www.un.org/events/water/images/WaterYearGraph.jpg 
5. United Nations Division for Sustainable Development


http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/energy/enr.htm 
6. United Nations – Renewable Energy


http://www.un.org/esa/desa/climatechange/renewableenergy.html 
7. Model UN Headquarters

http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/index.asp 
8. Permanent Missions to the United Nations 


http://www.un.int/wcm/content/site/portal/lang/en/home/websites  

9. Millennium Development Goals – Indicators

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 
10. UN’s Cyberschool Bus 

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/
7. INFO-NATION (cyberschool bus)

http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation3/menu/advanced.asp
8. CIA World Factbook
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